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The death of our Secretary and former Chairman

Jim Trangmar on April 24th robbed all of us of a

faithful and tireless champion of our Community.
Tributes have already been paid to him at his

funeral on May Sth and at various meetings of

the organisations at which he represented the

DDRA Committee and the residents of Dorridge,

Bentley Heath and Four Ashes. We can only add

that his knowledge of so many aspects of

community life and his enormous energy and

determination will be greatly missed by those of
us who relied so heavily on them.
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44th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Our AGM on March 3rd was the most disappointing
so far, with only a handful of residents in attendance.
However we were in an unfamiliar venue, it was dark,
and the weather was far from pleasant, so perhaps
we should not be too discouraged. Once again the
Otficers and Committee were re-elected without
contest, apart from Ken Alway-Jones, who left us after
many years loyal support. However, we are pleased
to welcome three new Committee Members, Bridget
Trangmar, lan Spencer and Tim Burchell.

THE NEW LINE.UP

HELLO ! WHERE ARE YOU...?
In our December issue we reported that no less than
474 recorded members had failed to pay their 2004
subscription, and we wondered where they all were.
Well we can now account for four of them, but the other
470 are still missing. lf you didn't pay last year but
would like to do so for 2005 please get in touch, using
the slip at the end of this Newsletter.

AND WE'D LIKE TO WELCOME YOU...!
lf you would like to join us you too can use the slip at
the end. Our membership subscription is only t1 per
person over 18, and our year runs from January 1st to
December 31st. Membership entitles you to attend our
Annual General Meeting, and precious little else. But
you will have the satisfaction of knowing that your
money keeps DDRA afloat, and the more we have the
more we can do for our area. Most of our expenditure
goes on fighting developers, buying paper and other
consumables, paying our contracted landscape
gardener, purchasing things to plant and any other
ways we can find to improve our area and its amenities.
Of course, we say it's €1, but if you want to give us
more.. . !

AND YOU'RE ALREADY WITH US...!
...if you are one of the 616 members we had on April
15th - 440 renewals and 176 new members. However
we would still love to top 1000 this year, so if you know
of any potential payers please point them in our
direction.

NADEEM NABS A NASTY
Congratulations to Nadeem Kassam who works in the
Ticket Office at Dorridge Station. The police have
awarded Nadeem their Blue Lamp award for his help in

David Glanfield - 77 9635
Village Centre improvements/Police
Glennis Portsmouth - 77 5032
Youth issues/Police
Peter Radnall - 77 0633
Newsletter Pu blishing/Pu blicity
Mafcolm Shepherd -77 3374
Alan Holder -77 8652
Helen Bragg - 77 5358
lan Spencer - 77 0813
Pam Nunn -77 28OG

Bridget Trangmar - 77 5232
Dave Carter - 77 0749
Publicity/Public Profile
Margaret Johnson - 77 2668
Health/Chair of Patients'
Participation Group
Martin Lambert - 77 9259
Education/Solihull & Leamington
Rail Users' Association
Nest Overend - 77 7584
Police Consultation Forum
Lifian Gates -77 2103
David Bell - 77 5920
Tim Burchell - 73 9363
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leading them to an alleged serial offender. Last
November the police gave Nadeem the description of a
man they wanted to question and asked him to keep an
eye open for him. Later Nadeem spotted the man and
alerted the police, but knowing that they had only 15
minutes before the man's train arrived our resourceful
booking clerk went and stood near the man and pointed
him out to the police when they arrived. The man
attempted to escape but the officers arrested him. More
recently Nadeem identified someone who had stolen a
charity box and called British Transport Police to let
them know which train he was on and where he was
going. We are lucky to have such a public spidted
young man working on our patch and we issue this
warning to criminals. 'Stay away from Dorridge Station'!

PLANNING APPLICATION NEWS
Our'who does what' list above shows lan Spencer as
our new Planning Secretary, and he can be contacted
ol77 0813, or by e-mail at lanMSpencer@gmail.com.
Currently there are a number of local developments
where the issue of Affordable Housing has been
brought up, and developers have been quite happy to
interpret the phrase in a different way from that intended
in Government planning guidance. Atfordable Housing
does not mean building some cheap, small houses as
part of a development. Rather it is a mechanism to
ensure that larger developments work with Housing
Associations or financial institutions to provide homes
that can be either rented or bought at low cost by
means of shared equity. Currently this applies to two
proposed developments in our area, the site at
Eveson's and the one off Paddock Drive.
Planning Policy Guidance 3 (PPG3) and Solihull 's
Affordable Housing Policy both say that there must be
affordable housing on a development of over 0.5
hectares or 14 dwellings. The housing should be on-
site, and should cost around t100 per week for family
accommodation. Planning permission should not be
granted without a firm contract, which should be

Standley €l Co sotir*ort x"orte
Moving House - Making a Will

Probate - Divorce - General Litigation
Business Matters

Tel: 01564 776287
Email: partners@standley.co.uk

476 Sbtion Roa4 DoridSc, Solihull 893 8HE
OPEN SEVEN DAYSA WEEK
Ss&y - ftldy 5p6 - lm
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Opcn d lwhtinc fd Fli6 by Gddq only
W. & & osi& anda wi6 or wi$out sbn

- ilKEAWAY SERVICE Aluyrsv.il.bl.

- (Ol5gr777lmot772409

available to public view.
It appears that the Council is applying this policy, which
is why the developers of the Eveson's site have not yet
got full planning permission. Contrary to public opinion
the Council does believe that it is practical - and
necessary - to provide affordable housing in the 893
area. And that vieq of course, provides us with a very
useful weapon to use against developers who seek to
build only high value properties.

More about affordable housing at
www.solihull.gov,uklPlanning or
www.odpm.gov.uk - (office of the Deputy Prime
Minister)

GOOD NEWS ON PLANNING
The Council has rejected two contentious Planning
Applications in Dorridge: 339-343 Station Road, and 1
Spring Coppice Drive. Both plans were vigorously
opposed by residents with the support of DDRA.
Congratulations once again to the local action groups -
it really is their effort that wins the day!

'ELLO, 'ELLO

You may have seen the Rural Sector Police's new
mobile station around our area recently. lt is being used
to good etfect across the sector, and makes a highly
visible announcement that policing in the Rural Sector
has moved up several notches. 'Operation Robroy',
launched last Autumn to tackle anti-social behaviour
locally was due to finish at the end of April but has been
extended. Good news and bad news really - good that
we continue to get the attention, bad that our locally
based officers think we still need it!

DORRIDGE IN LINE FOR A NATIONAL
AWARD?
That would be 'The Ugliest New Building in Britain
Award' - if there were such a thing. DDRA prides itself
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happy t0 announce 20 years successlul trading!
'Ihank You'to all our clients - Ladies, Genilemen & Children

Thursday & Friday open until 8pm
482 Station Road, Donidge Tel:01564 772454

F E t r E !
Hai rdress ing

tbrridge Auto flH::
Your one stop shop for all of your er spares & accessories.
We specialise in rooboxes and bars. Call us or visit our web

site at w.roo$oxcentrd.com for more information.

Call us on on 0 | 564 776 | {4, or come to see us at Forest Coun
in the centre of Dorridge.Thereb plenty of free parkingl



Find out more about the awud wiming Alfa Romm mge' 14?

& 147GTA, the nw 156, 156GTA, GTV Spider' Spormagm

166 md the recendy relemd outstanding Alfa Rom GT by

visiting ou website w.gu6talfatomeo.co.uk Alfa's are

available with a range of peml engines from the 1.6T5 dohc

16 valve (l20bhp) to the 3.2V6 qud cam 2'l valve (250bhp)

and diesel engines fiom the 1.9JTD 16 valve (l 15bhp) to the

2.4 JTD 16 valve (150bhp).

Telephone today to bok younelf an Alfa Rom@ test diive at

Guest of Knowle, we also have seleted Alfa Romeo ued can.
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on its tact and diplomacy but Cameron House opposite
Eveson's on Station Road compels us to be almost
rude! Was there ever such a grotesque travesty of a
building? Here, at the gateway to Dorridge, with its
wonderful mix of designs from mid-Victorian to mid-
nineties we have this clownish concoction which takes
a bit from all other designs, adds a bit of ancient Greek,
some weird looking cladding and presents itself as a
serious building. Really! ! !

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO...
...help to deliver our Newsletter? Four times a year,
that's all, with your route clearly shown and the correct
number of copies delivered to your door. We could do
with a few extra regulars, and some reserues to stand in
when the regulars are not available. lf you are
interested, get more details from Pam Nunn on 77 2806.

WE'VE GONE'TECHIE'
DDRA now has its own website -www.Dorridge.org.uk.

Statlon Road, Knowle
Open Mon-Fri 9am-6pm

Sat gam-som

Sorry Bentley Heath and Four Ashes, it is of course
your website as well, but DDRA is already in use as
another Residents Association site name. The site will
give details of all DDRA doings and information
together with an up to the minute planning page, our
contact details and links to other useful sites. Many
thanks to Dave Pinwell at'About B93'for his bargain
basement pricing. We also now have a simple e-mail
address : info@Dorridge.ory,uk.

Why not get in touch?

FANCY A TRIP TO THE HOUSES OF
PARLIAMENT?
Our MP Caroline Spelman will give us an escorted trip
around the Houses of Parliament at a date to be
arranged. Before we go any further we need an idea of
interest. lf you would like to be included phone Pam
Nunn on77 2806 - no commitment on your part or ours.
lf we have enough interest we will talk about date(s)
and cost later.
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vvww.Pmosales.co.uk
qB 0156478 40 50
We stock a vast range of products

for your home & garden

2364Stratfiord Road, Hockley Heath
Established over 40
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Porsche Centre Solihull
Official Porsche Genbe

Four Ashes Road, Solihull, West Mdlands, B93 8NE
Tel :01564 771155

Ema'l: inio@porschesolihull.co.uk
Web: wwrir.Dorsche, co,uklsolihtil
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MEMBERSHIP SUBSGRIPTIOlI
t1 PER CALENDAR YEAR PER PERSON (Cash or Cheque, payable to DDRA) to any of:

AI-AN HOLDER - 46 Avenue Road. . DAVID GLANFIELD - 17 Westfield Close . NEST OVEREND - 8 Bramshall Drive

MALCOLM SHEPHERD - 10 Rodborough Road . MARTIN I-AMBERT - 7 Winster Avenue . LILIAN GATES - 48 Slater Road

MARGARET JOHNSON - 2 Apsley Grove ' GLENNIS PORTSMOUTH - 12 Paddock Drive

NAME TELEPHONE:

ADDRESS POST CODE:

AMOUNTENCLOSED:  f , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  subscr ip t ion(s ) ,  f . ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . '  donat ion ,  TOTAL:  8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

NOTE - The advertisements in this Newsletter are the responsibility ofthe advertiser, any products or senices advertised cannot be guaranteed or endorsed

PRINTED BY PAPER & PRINT . 0121 745 3214
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